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Fire Prevention Week 

October 4-10, 2009
Many bedroom fires are caused by misuse or poor maintenance of electrical devices, careless use of candles, smoking in bed, and children playing with matches and lighters. Most potential hazards can be addressed with a little common sense. For example, be sure to keep flammable items like bedding, clothes and curtains at least three feet away from portable heaters or lit candles, and never smoke in bed. Also, items like appliances or electric blankets should not be operated if they have frayed power cords, and electrical outlets should never be overloaded. 

Fire Safety Checklist:

* Install and maintain a working smoke alarm outside of every sleep area and remember to change the battery at least once a year.

* Designate two escape routes from each bedroom and practice them regularly.
	* Teach everyone the "Stop, Drop, and Roll" technique in case clothing catches on fire.

* Avoid storing old mattresses in the home or garage.

* Teach kids that matches, lighters and candles are tools, not toys. If you suspect that a child is playing with fire, check under beds and in closets for telltale signs like burned matches. Matches and lighters should be stored in a secure drawer or cabinet

    Help participate in Fire Prevention Week by sharing this important information with your family, friends and neighbors. 
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Meeting Schedule

        Please join us as we address issues concerning the Fire District and our citizens.  We value your input and encourage you to attend.

2009 Schedule

Oct 13th, Tuesday

Oct 20th, Tuesday (Public Hearing)

Nov 10th, Tuesday

Dec 8th, Tuesday

Location

8511 Center Street Building

Colden, New York 14033

All meetings start at 7:00 PM


	Home Fire Escape Planning and Practice

    Does your family have a plan for escaping safely from your house in case a fire breaks out? According to NFPA’s Home Fire Escape Survey, only 16% of Americans have actually developed and practiced a home fire escape plan to ensure they could escape quickly and safely. Nearly 4,000 fire deaths occur in U.S. homes every year, and often it's because people did not get out of a burning home in time. Developing and practicing a home fire escape plan is the key to survival.

The elements of an effective home fire escape plan include:

*  Working smoke alarms on every level of the home and outside all sleeping areas

*  Two ways out of each room

*  Unobstructed and easy-to-use exits

*  A meeting place outside

*  “9-1-1” posted by the telephone to reach the fire department in an emergency

*  Practicing the plan at least twice a year with every member of the household

    Everyone, including preschoolers, can be taught the basics of fire escape. If there are infants or family members with mobility limitations, appoint someone to assist them. Also make sure that doors and windows needed for escape can be opened easily.

    Take the opportunity to practice your escape plan with thousands of other families during Fire Prevention Week, October 4-10, 2009.   If you need assistance or additional information about creating an escape plan, contact the Colden Volunteer Fire Company at 941-5353.
	Halloween Fire Safety

    Holiday decorations, often involving candles, account for 800 home fires each year, causing nearly $4 million in property damage, according to NFPA.

    Halloween can be a fun celebration, but children should be closely supervised and their costumes made with fire safety in mind. The NFPA suggests the following guidelines for a safer Halloween:

* Purchase only those costumes, wigs and props labeled as flame resistant or flame retardant.

* Keep decorations well away from all heat sources.

* Decorate with flashlights.

* Remember to keep exits clear.

* Be sure children are supervised at all times.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS OCTOBER 30 – IT’S TIME TO CHANGE YOUR SMOKE DETECTOR BATTERIES




Colden Fire District Budget for 2010
The Fiscal Year 2010 Budget and Operational Plan represents the Fire District’s projections for expected expenditures and operations for the coming fiscal year. It also identifies the means by which those expenditures will be paid. The annual Budget / Operational Plan represents the most significant policy document that the Fire District Governing Board creates each year. This document sets the work plan and the service levels for the District. Many of the outlined goals and objectives are based on our Five-Year Strategic Plan. The Budget is balanced and typifies the District’s ongoing commitment to contain expenditures to necessary and reasonable levels.

The Fire District currently uses the line-item form of budgeting. In a line-item budget, expense types are identified and grouped in general categories. Within the categories, specific line items are detailed. The Fire District’s line-item budgeting system is linked directly to the District’s computerized accounting system.

The budget document is developed to serve as the financial / operational plan required to accomplish the goals and objectives for the ensuing year. Performance measurements have been integrated into the various sections. These performance objectives have been created to highlight certain annual priorities and goals for the District.

The Fire District has an important responsibility to its citizens to carefully account for public funds, to manage its finances wisely, and to plan for the adequate funding of services desired by the public. In these times of economic uncertainty, and limited or negative growth in the District’s tax base; the District needs to ensure that it is capable of adequately funding and providing those core services desired by the community. 

Ultimately, the District’s reputation and success will depend on the public’s awareness and acceptance of the management and delivery of these services. The development of guidelines for the District’s overall fiscal planning and management should foster and support the continued financial strength and stability of the Colden Fire District and its financial goals. Through the establishment of sound financial policies, the District seeks to: 

· Deliver quality services in an affordable, efficient and cost-effective basis providing full value for each tax dollar. 

· Maintain an adequate financial base to sustain the current level of fire and emergency medical response. 

· Have the ability to withstand local and regional economic fluctuations and to respond to changes in funding affecting District operations. 

Establishing and following sound fiscal policies will enhance the District’s financial health as well as its image and credibility with its citizens and the public in general. The Board is charged with establishing financial policies and staff is responsible for implementing those policies in the day-to-day management of District finances. 

The Fire District cannot and will not ignore the fact that tough financial times are being experienced by many District property owners and tougher times could also be on the horizon. The current weakness in the overall economy presented a considerable challenge in developing the 2010 budget. 

The Board has provided key policy directives and goals for consideration during the 2010 budget process. Given the tumultuous economy and the forecast for continued assessed valuation declines, the Board has directed staff to present a budget that maintains core services but that excludes any “non-essentials.” It was emphasized to our leaders that the expectation was that staff and employees would be expected to do more with less. 

The 2010 budget presents a responsible financial plan that enables the District to continue to deliver its vital services at present service levels but eliminates most “nice to haves” in exchange for “have to haves.” A significant number of expenditure reductions are an integral part of this year’s budget balancing strategy. These reductions were not applied on an across-the-board basis. Instead, District management requested reductions focused on preserving the Fire District’s core services while reducing or eliminating non-essential funding wherever possible. 

 
	CALENDAR YEAR 2010 ADOPTED BUDGET - COLDEN FIRE DISTRICT

	Acct #
	Description
	 FY2009 Adopted 
	FY 2010 Adopted Budget
	Variance
	% of Change

	A100
	ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION
	 $5,800.00 
	 $5,560.00 
	 $(240.00)
	-4%

	A200
	EQUIPMENT
	 $17,000.00 
	 $14,000.00 
	 $(3,000.00)
	-18%

	A400
	CONTRACTUAL AND OTHER EXPENSES
	$135,277.00 
	 $122,952.00 
	 $(12,275.00)
	-9%

	A600
	LEGAL AND EMPLOYEE EXPENSES
	$119,000.00 
	$97,275.00 
	 $(21,725.00)
	-18%

	A800
	CAPITAL RESERVES
	 $85,000.00 
	$110,000.00 
	 $25,000.00 
	29%

	
	GRAND TOTAL
	$362,077.00 
	 $349,787.00 
	 $(12,240.00)
	-3%


A quote from THOMAS JEFFERSON "I place economy among the first and most important virtues, and public debt as the greatest of dangers. To preserve our independence, we must not let our rulers load us with perpetual debt. If we can prevent the Government from wasting the labors of the people under the pretense of caring for them, we will be happy”
	Fire District Completes its First Annual Independent Financial Audit
New York State law required all fire districts with revenues between $200,000.00 and $500,000.00 to obtain an independent external audit for the fiscal year ending in 2008.  The fire district audit was required to be conducted in accordance with standards applicable to financial audits prescribed in the Government Audit Standards issued by the Comptroller General of the United States.  

The Board of Fire Commissioners of the Colden Fire District recently received the final audit report for the fire district, dated July 29, 2009.  A summary of the results of the independent audit are:

* The financial statements reported present fairly, in all respects, the financial position of the Colden Fire District, as of December 31, 2008.

* The independent CPA, employed to complete the audit, performed tests of the fire district’s compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements, noncompliance with which could have a direct and material effect on the determination of financial statement amounts.  The results of the tests disclosed no instances of noncompliance or other matters that are required to be reported under Government Auditing Standards.

As required by the Laws of New York State, copies of the audit report were filed with the Town of Colden, New York and the Office of the State Comptroller of the State of New York.


	9/11 Ceremony
The Colden Fire Company will remember the tragic events and those who lost their lives during the terrorist attacks in New York, Washington D.C. and Pennsylvania on September 11, 2001. 

A remembrance ceremony, on the eighth anniversary of this tragic event, will be held on Friday, September 11, 2008 and is scheduled to begin at 7:00 pm. The memorial ceremony provides area residents the opportunity to remember and honor those whose lives were lost in the attacks.

The ceremony will take place at the Colden Fire Company, in front of the Station at 8448 Gutekunst Road. Speakers include Assemblyman Jack Quinn Jr., Fire Company President Sue Pietraszek, Town Supervisor Charles Nuttle, Fire Chief Jody Feidt, and Fire Commissioner James Walter. At the ceremony, a resolution issued by the Fire District will be read by Commissioner Walter.
Vial of Life Project

The vial of life project puts vital information in the hands of emergency workers when you are in need of assistance.  For more information see the Vial of Life website.



THE COMMISSIONERS OF THE COLDEN FIRE DISTRICT IN THE 

TOWN OF COLDEN, COUNTY OF ERIE

RESOLUTION 2009- 074
A RESOLUTION OBSERVING THE EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TERRORIST ATTACKS OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001, AND REMEMBERING AND HONORING THOSE WHO PERISHED ON THAT TRAGIC DAY

WHEREAS, in an unprovoked and senseless act of terrorism, four civilian aircraft were hijacked on September 11, 2001, and crashed in New York City, Pennsylvania, and the Pentagon; and

WHEREAS, innocent U. S. citizens of all heritages as well as visiting citizens of foreign nations were killed and injured as a result of those horrific acts; and

WHEREAS, while we as a union still continue to recover from the unspeakable loss of so many innocent lives, the enduring spirit of the United States has to be revitalized and given way to numerous expressions of heroism and patriotism; and

WHEREAS, on this eighth anniversary of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the Colden Fire District remembers and honors those who perished on that tragic day; and

WHEREAS, the Colden Fire District salutes and will never forget how firefighters, rescue and law enforcement personnel, military service members, local officials, and other volunteer citizens responded with heroism and selflessness, with compassion, in courage, and with prayer and hope, and

WHEREAS, the Colden Fire District solemnly states that those whom we lost on September 11, 2001, will forever hold a cherished place in our hearts and in the history of our nation, and declares its support and continued encouragement to all of the men and women, home and abroad, who have committed their lives to protecting the American people from the threat of terrorism and defending the freedoms we hold so dear;

NOW THEREFORE, be it HEREBY RESOLVED that the Colden Fire District, does hereby observe this eighth anniversary of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, as a day to mourn, reflect, and rededicate ourselves to ending terrorism as we remember and honor those who perished on that tragic day; and that we encourage all our citizens to honor the victims of September 11, 2001, by reaffirming their commitment to sustaining our newfound patriotism through volunteerism, community involvement and services; and that we as citizens dedicate our time, talents, and energy to lift one another up and foster a new level of understanding and awareness. Let us honor the memory of all those who died by being of service to one another and by building the "stronger, more perfect union" our founding fathers called for.
The adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll call the vote was as follows:

Chairman – Joseph Murray
)


Commissioner – John Belz
)

Commissioner – Jeffrey Shelley
)   AYES

Commissioner – James Walter
)

Commissioner – Michael Butler
)

The resolution was thereupon duly adopted: 

Colden Fire District

September 8, 2009
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“Proudly serving the Colden community since 1967”


